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Special Commemorative Program

Hrizona ShBalalaika Ovchestra

Mia Bulgarin Gay - Director
Alexander Tentser-Guest Conductor

SHalinka SRussian Dancers

Richard Holden - Choreographer
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Featuring:

The Sons of Orpheus Mens Chorus
Grayson Hirst-Musical Director

Iryna Orlova, domra ~ Anatoly Mamalyga, bayan

Evgueny Tzygankov, balalaika ~ Charley Rappaport, domra



Mia Bulgarin Gay

For 20 years Mia has energized
the Arizona Balalaika Orchestra as
artistic director and conductor.
Her volunteer contributions
included writing scores,
promotion, bookings, grants
requests, budgets, publicity,

. : costumes, programs, and
pmductmn of all annual and guest concerts. She served
7 years on the BDAA Board, traveled to Russia 6 times
and attended almost every convention. Principal domrist
in local ensembles she has played prima domra with
several balalaika orchestras in America, as well as in
Sweden and Russia. For 3 seasons (1995-97) she was
guest conductor of the Sierra-Nevada Balalaika Society in
Reno. In 1991 she conducted the combined American-
Canadian BDAA orchestra in 5 concerts in Russia.

Born in Estonia to Russian parents, Mia immigrating to
the USA in 1950. She has an MA degree in languages
from Duke and raught German 5 years at Oregon

State. Married, with 3 children, she moved to Tucson in
1975; she credits Del Phillips for awakening her Russian
soul. Mia raught 2 summer sessions at UA and 12 years
at Pima CC Adult Education program (Russian

language, lit & art). She also instructed mandolin at
Tueson Parks & Rec for 4 years and co-founded the
Tucson Mandolin Society in 1979 (active 10 years).

Richard Holden

As choreographer Richard has been
interested in Slavic folk and
character dance since the age of14;
Russian-speaking, he researched
and notated this art form in Poland
™ and Russia. After an illustrious

: & career with the major ballet
companies in NYC, Richard "retired" to Tucson burt
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Pod Dugoi (Under the Yoke) Nikolayevski
Kalinka Russian Dancers ,
Stenka Razin arr: Bulg:tix

Grayson Hirst & The Sons of Orpheus
Down the Mother-Volga
The Sons of Orpheus

arr: Kalinnikov

Trepak Dobrohotov
Evgueny Tzigankov, balalaika,
& Mike Markowitz, guitar

Valenki (Woolen Boots) A. Serokov
Evgueny Tzigankov, balalaika solo

Tanets Khatchaturian, arr: Sady
Kalinka Kids

Nad Polyami arr: Kasura
Betty Allen, vocals

Those Were the Days traditional

Boris & Ludmila
Lara’s Theme from ‘Dr. Zhivago’
Moldavian Ciobaneasca

Charley Rappaport, domra solo
Vesyolaya Kadril

Kalinka Russian Dancers, Kalinka Kids

M. Jarre, arr: Mamalyga
arr: Kalisky & Rappaport

arr: Orlova
intermission -y

Grayson Hirst
-~ Locally, Grayson hardly needs an introduction. Graduate
= of Julliard, distinguished tenor (more than 70 operatic
roles) and UA Professor of Voice, Grayson first sang
‘Stenka Razin’ in 1993 and over the years provided us
with numerous fine singers. For the last 4 seasons we
have performed with the men’s chorus, Sons of Orpheus,
which he founded in 1991. Doing a performance

continues to choreograph for dance and opera
companies throughour the country. He appears
annually in Tucson's 'Southwest Nutcracker' and this
past year choreographed and danced the ritle role in
Stravinsky's 'Petrushka.’

Richard founded the KALINKA RUSSIAN
DANCERS in 1989; they have added a popular
colorful dimension to annual concerts. Trained and
rehearsed by Richard, they come from all walks of life;
this past summer two of them performed to
enthusiastic audiences in St Petersburg, Russia. He has

without them is almost unthinkable! Phonetically mulu-lingual, the men
sing a large repertoire, from classical choral literature to cowboy tunes.
They played at the White House last year and are making their first
European tour this summer. Appearing with them is popular Tucson opera
soprano Betty Allen.

Visitors

We welcome also BDAA friends from Reno: Zeny Ocean, Natalie &
Mike Sherrick, Carl Hylin; from Colorado former soloists Diana &
Marvin Paioff, and from California our former member, Susan Stolovy,
ever-supportive Peter Rothe, & Charlie Moore, who was our balalaika
soloist 6 times between 1986-'92. We value the talents of Joanne Dor" "%
Rosita Kirkland from Houston, and the distinguished Moscow :
conductor/contrabass player, Anatoly Tsadikovski of Phoenix. Elizabeth
Harris Morgan, who hand crafted all those gorgeous 'kokoshniks'
(crowns)11 years ago, is also back.

choreographed over 30 dances for the Kalinka Dancers.
(The 'Khoroved' and 'Yablochka' (Sailors Dance) were
also performed in Santa Barbara, and subsequently in
the Hollywood Bowl.)





















